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ABSTRACT IR - o - ‘ e
In May 1972 Minneapolis public school studentssin - .

school-related aTeas.  This report descfibes ‘Junjor,dnd senior high

student responses, by aghievement in school, racial/ethnic background,

achievers had gubstantially wore pqsitivé attitud toward_many f” (-

aspects.of ‘school than did students who saw themselves as ow

achievers. Black students at”%he‘?unior high level expressgd pore

favoraple attitudes toward school ' than did white.and Indian students.

A greater percentage of blacks than whites and Indians said they

liked school, that the curriculum was'relevant, and that they were or

involved in decision-making. A%t the senior high level_these

diffe encps‘betdgin-racial-ethnic groups were rmot as pronouncig. "
were not'.as positive a% junior high blacks,” while

senior high Indians were mére positive than junier high Indians, Few

substantial differences between females and males cccurred. Males hgd .

31e§s:QositivéJattitﬁde§5than.diﬁ.females n the items related to
unfaiy punishment and racial 'attitudes: Fapales expreseed greater

"~ anxiety abbut speaking .in front of th class, and tended to have more
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- % resSbnSihle for .the quality of the original document. Reprodigtions
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"% reprodudibility are often encountered and this affects the quality

positivg attitudes than males toward gchpol in ‘general and the
presence of positive.reinforcement. (Awthop/DEP) :
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grades 7-12\were.given thé* 93-item Student Opinjon Questionnalre . ’ &-_
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- Minneapolis Public Schools '
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. . Minneapolls Secondary School Students Attitudesd- Toward
)~ SchooZ'by Achievemepx, Race, and Sex L .
. : M ' T . . S 2 ) “\‘
o ® . ; . Summary '
\ . . 74 . . I . LT : . » .
. In May 1972 Minppeapolis public school students in grades e 4 ? B
. . T-12 were given the 93-item Student Opinion ‘Questionngire- (S0Q);. - Ce -4
+an inventory that measures ‘student attitudes in several schools . - : -

related areas: Liking of School, Interest in lLearning, Unfair
Punishment, Self-Cdncept as a Learner, Friendly'htmbsp ere,
“Involvement in Decision Making, Class Discussions, Positive )
Reinforcement, Curriculum Relevance, Fear of Asking Questions, . Q
P Perception of Progress in Learning), Racial Attitudes, and *
oA Attitudes Toward Teachers. In & previous paper the results
were reported by grade and by individual sc¢hool. This réport’
describes junior and senior high student responses by achieve- ,
ment in school, racial/éthnlc background, and sex. - e

° K} /
Students who 1dént1f1ed themselves asthigh academic ’ ’ ~
achievers had substantially more positive attitudes toward
x T . many aspects of school than 4id students who shw themselves
: as low achievers. ‘This below average group, vhich comprised
) about 5-6% of the respondents, expressed some very negatlve
g attitudes toward school. For example, at senior high, 72%
of the excellent achievers, 69 of the above average achiévers,
51% of the average achievers, and 26% of the belcw average ' vl
3 . achievers said they liked school. ; Ig
“q ! ‘ . . - 4
- Black students at the junior high level expressed more T ) -
- afavorable attitudes toward school than did/white and Indian ) B
students. A greater percentage of Blacks than whites and -~ ’
Indiens said th®y liked school, that the éurrlculum was rele~ . See pp..6-10"
N want, and that they were involved in- decision making. At the
senior high level these differences between racial-ethnic
o groups were not as pronounced. Senior high Blacks were not a8
' positive as junior high Blacks, while sehior high Indians were

. more positive than junlor hlgh Indians.; oL L -, _ . &

7 Seb pp. 3-5 -
' -\-'

- . Few substantial differences betweeh females and males = -
v * occurred. Malesg had less positive attitudes than did femeles

on the items related to ugﬁair punishmént and ‘racial attitudes. " .

Fémales expressed greater anxiety aboum speaking in front of" . See pp. 10-12
the class,- and tended to have mdre. pogsitive attitudes than ' ’ -
" males toward schogl in general and th presence ofvpositive

, reinforcement. ) . N
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. Minneapolis Public Schools

Minneapolis Seeondary Sehool, -Students’ Attitudes. Toward -
S C School by Achievement, Race, and Sex

.
N . . .

ot 7 in May 1972 all secondary students attending the Minneapolis Public -
CoeT Schools were given the Student Opinion Questionnaire (SOQ), a-93=item
1nventory that measures student attitudes in several school-related areas.
Theafollow1ng statisticel factors, or clusters of 1tems that measﬁre the A
same attitudes, have been,identified Liking of School, Interest in
Learning, Unfair Punishment, Se1f=Concept as a Learner, Friendly Atmosphere,

..

L Involvemcnt in Decision Making, CIass Discussions, P081tive Reinforcement,
e ’ Curriculum Relevance, Fear of Asking Questions, and Perception of Progress
in Learning. The questionnaime also ha's two less clearly'identified factors
(X and Y), eight items rela&td to racial attitudes, and ten 1tems of individual
*-nmmeﬁ. o o7 } | oo ' "
In a previous report the results were reported by grade and by .’
1ndiv1dual school.1 The main purpose’ of that report was to provide the

" staffs at each gchool with ‘information that would be useful for staff

-

] development and program planning. - AR

’ Ea Th¥s report describes junior and senior ‘high studentaresponses to,

S the SOQ\acco;dlng to the students .gex, race, and perception of their >
achievement in school._ The students were asked to indicate their sex,

their race (white, Black, Indian, Spanisﬁ-surnamed, or other), and to

mark one of five ‘choices that ‘best described the grades they usUally
received (excellent, above average\ average, below average, and very 10w)
~Since' very few students said their academic achiévement was very low,. the(ﬂ\

below average and very low aghikveq“nt categories were combined to form

the "below average group used' in this,rqport. Although some students =~
probably made 1naccurate estimates of their achievement level,- the sample -
of students was large enough to.permit . the assumption that\the excelXEnt

- group was higher than the average, and “the average was higher than,the

.Yy ;
below averpge. o : & ,

Only students who indicated that they were white, Black, or Indian were
4 ; . _ ;

o M “

) ' }Johnson, Lary and Faunce, R. W. "Minneapolis Junior ‘and Senior High'School
- . Students’ Attitudes Toward Schpol Mair l972 " Minneapolis Public Schools,
November 1972.

.
& N - . . N . .
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included in the analysis by race. The number of students from\Bther .
racie.l categorles was 8o sma.ll that mea.nlngﬁﬂ. ana]yses could not be niade. e
Table 1 glves -the nuﬂbers of students who indic ‘ted their sex, race,-~

L &nd achievement level. The numbers vary because all students did not .

ansyer all the 1dentify1n/g questions. S 3 . o ' S
SRR . '  - 1’/ | N ‘qm o L . }
© S - »'}‘1 SN Tdble 1 - 3 L

. Nunﬁ)er of' Students Who Indicatgd Sex, Race, and Achieve"ment Le’vel

’ , - S © Juaior High Senior High
. ) . "N - N
s s Sex . - e - S R
’ . ’ * . ) ” s ¢ . . . T .
- . | ,Ma.le : N \ B - - . -5’755 ‘ . “!4-,61)4»7 . “« .
s TFemale . - . . . 5,650 . . 4,826
. . : LY . . . -
- : J . S o 1,k05 o 9,440 -
| <+ Race: - R T N !
© ot 7 :white' T A 8,039
, Black - | N L6
Indian w‘ ’ 25
S ’ W ! 8,580
. R : Achievement . g .
. S, s, S g
. s Excelle L o T 1,136 | " 1,051 .
A N Above Avery&ge o X ‘ w221 0 -3,896
! - Average  r - T 5131 3,902 .
d\ , RO Below Average : ‘ R 675 \ | 'h?o -
S C o . 11,063 - - 9,269
, [ . . it
( ,':j - 4 . - &
9‘1 V i ‘ ‘ i . ‘ . .
v . * The students who indfcated.their achievement and sex represént asbout
> * 80~85% of the -junior high and 70~75% of the ‘seniolj high students enrolled
§ in the jMinneapolis. Public Schools, A somewhat smaller ‘percentage indicated
3 .their,race. It is not poss1b1e to determne the percentage of Black and °
:q ‘Indien stude’ht populations who indlca,ted their race. Based on ra,clal/eth.nic
i . sight count data. collecte*d by the- Mlnneapolis Schools' Information Services
Center in October 971, about ‘half of the Bla.ck students and 1ess then haif
of t:he Indis.n students ide}x\lf.ied_themselvesAby race. However, the number w

of‘students in' each i*aciai/ethnic group on the ’s'*cl\lod'l rgus and a‘ttending

. \'.' 0’ » . ’. 3 '/ . 'D

L B < N ! ’ ) . . N [ )
I o 2 .
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school at the time the. questionnaire\ was administered (May 1972) was not .7 . -
shown. , s o ,ﬂ . ' .,

b  The SBQ response format required the students to e;press their opinion "} o
a about each of the 93 items by marking one of four choices- strongly agree,_ f
. agree, disagree,~and Jstrong:u,r disagree. o ) & . - ‘
Resgponses by,Achievement Level N
| i A substantial direct rela onship'between achievVefnent level and , . - No -
favorable schoolrrelated attit es occurred -on nearly all of ﬁhé 50Q items. A ‘2%a
. The excellent achievegent group had more poS1t1ve attitudes than the above . N
average . group, the above average group was more positive than the average .o ®
group, and the average group. we.s more positive than the below average
group. Although the direction of the relationship is not surprising, the
magnitude of the differences between achievement groups may be greater A
. than many people would expect. ,
Student responses to representative items from several factors W1ll
be discussed in the parrative of this report. Responses to all items are
given in. Table 2 on page 18 for Junior and senior high students. The . .
’ numbers'for each item -indicate ‘the percentage of students in each group who - g
agreed W1th ‘the item statement (sum of the percentages of strongly agree

- and agree reSponsea) ‘
: Liking,of School * - ‘ . . . -
~ The differences- between achievément groups at both junior and 8enior .
high on-general attitudes toward school were substantial. At senior high,
649 of the excellent group said schoolwork is interesting, compared with 54%
\\\\f’the sbove average group, 38% of: the average group, and 19% of the below

average group.
: g
’ Above ‘ : Below
, Excellent Average Average Average
Schoolwork is interesting Jr. High' 6%  61% . ,l+7% 33%
sr. pigh - 64’ T sk 38 - 19
I like school . Jr. High ‘15 66 . k9 530
' " Sr. Hign . T2 69 .. 5L - 26

3
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Interest in Iﬁarmng . R ’,»' \d ,‘ ] y 8" ‘ . \v‘ (. :
A Although the dlower achievement groups did not indica&te fa.v*ora.ble D

general a.ttitudes toward schoogis they did okpress an interest ip lee.rm.pg. o
, Alsk%, the dnt‘ferences between achievement Eroups were not as great gn '

the interest-in-learning factor: ,J‘or example, 78% of the j ior high ’ »
. below average group said they - en;joy learning new things, compared with 88%
N 7 of' the average, 9'4% of" the a.bove 8verage, and 95% of the excellent groups. '

-

. : ] ~ Above - . Below
, ‘ ' ‘ PR Excelant Average Avera& Average
. I.enjoy learning new things ° Jr. High . 95% =~ oig - 88% - T8 . ’
f ’ . (Sr. High . 97 - 97 . -93. . 80
’ I really don't care whether Jr. High L ~ % 10 o 24 "
I lejrn anything or not Sr. High 5 . ¥ 10 26
A i ’ - ° ./\\ - - i - 4 L
! Self-Concept 88 & I,,earng_ ) . . ’ ~
Low a.chievers view themselves. as u.nsucpessf‘ul students to whom leaxning -
(/
does not come ea.sy. Eighty-three p rcent of ‘the below avera.ge grou ‘at’ .
} o
‘' Junior and senior highs sajd they- re ‘not vei'y\good in school work, compared '
with about L5 of the average, about lO% of the above average, and 44, of the |
excellent groups. CoL o S o0 A
- ; - e . ‘ - Above ; *Below ° .
o e ' . ~ + Excellent Average Average’ Average
_ f am-hot very good in school Jr. ﬁlgh M% 0% 479, 83%
- work : oo Sr.t High “y oy T8 b5 . 83
° | Learning things in school’ Jr. HBigh 89. C T8 ., 38 20 S
. t .
% comes easy Lo me ,Sr. High .. 91 «*73 . » k4o ‘ , 19 E
~ o )\"_ 2 / ) * ) N
; Involvement in. Decfsion Ma,king S ' . ' ¢
Although a%ut half of the students in each a,chievement group agreed R
that many tn.mes ‘stude ts, in generai are, given a chance to decide what the
T cla,ss does, a much greater percentage of high achievers than low achievers o
sa.id sometimes they, personally, help decide what their cla.ss does. ' i ‘
BN ” ' _ |
TP . 8 X .
p oS » . 7 @ , .
“ N . ~ ¢ . . o
- '\ ‘ N ’ 4), « . .
. < - " Ll\, b - oy B
\\ ’ 0 ! - < v
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: ", x*'%;\ N 'l‘, b "
, L X B Above Below
& o . . Excellent Avera.gg Averag_ Average
¥ , Many timed "t\.dents ere  Jr. mfgn 2 .52% | 51 . ' 514, g \
given a ¢ . S - :
) cide what the class does Sr: High 45 . yu8 50 wo oy
. . . r ) S, £
- ' Scmetimeg I help.decide * .Jr. High 59 48 37 30
) ' what dur class does | ; A e ' v '
& . f_‘Sr. High 58 51, 38 T w22
- o : - ' | S ' RS S ) °
! } oo Curr1c um Relevance - L & o L
X ubstantial differences between a.chlevement groups also occurred oy
. \
,ont e- currlculum relevance factor. About 20=30% more high achievers - - R N
tharf low a.chlevers felt school work was relevant. A greater percenta.ge '
- of junior high than senior high students felt their school's curriculum
¢ L . ‘ .
* .was relevant. ‘ ‘ : S )
v Avove e Below . o
e o ) , Excellent Average Avera.j@ Average”
- / i N N 4 . . BN
0 . School doesn't teach ‘the Jr. High 37%. 53% : 52% 65%" \3\\
more .important things ; ” : L
-“F - in life ¢ Sr. High 51 54 \ 63 <« 82 .
.':'JMost school work will be Jr. High ) 72 - 71 " 63 53. . "
"7 useful to me when I get o, s <o
,out of school Sr. High . 51 50 7 o33
Fa,ctor Y (Attitudes Toward Teachers) Lt 7
. Factor Y, which had not previously been la.beled, a.ppea.rs to ha.ve , .
, Something to do with student attitudes .toward teachers. -Studenmts who .
_ 1ndicated high achlevement had more positlve attitudes than did low »
" o achlayers. Elghty-three percent of excellent achievers.at junlor high said . .

they like most of the1r teachers, compared with 80% of(the above a.vera.ge,

' 6% of the average , and 53% of the below average achlpvers. ; ‘ .
‘ v, ' ; / o~ " ~Above a . Below '
. ' A ' Excellent Average Average - AVerage
Most of my teachers seem Jr. High 89, - - 85% .69%‘ . hs59
to like me "Sr. High 93 - _— N _79 . 56 ‘
) , - ) ‘ .
’ Teaghers in this school Jr. High 16, 18 29 38
do a poor job - ) :
: ~ Sr. High 27 2k 26 -+ 45
1 , i ’ @
} i I like mogt of my teachers .Jr. High* 83 80 . 69 . 53
7 B . : . Ll .
_ - Sr. High, 85 84 ™. 59
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. Racfal Agtituded. S . LN |
Altﬂpugh there were differences among the four achievemenﬁ ‘groups

on'racial’ attitudes, the differences ‘were not as great &8s on most items‘

in other factors. The d!?ferences;between acﬁ%évement groups on racial ”?,.

attitudes were greater at sen'or high “than junior high .//;
> 9 . ~ .. Above . - Below
o © Excellent Average Average Average
i would like to have more Jr. High 3% 73% 0%~ 679
friends of other races,‘ Sr. High - 7& * 70 g 57
I consider getting to know Jr. High 61 59 _ 59 . 5%
students of other races, =~ . . ‘
as part of my educatiop. Sr. High )'67. 60 . 52 7
™[ think it is a good idex’w Jr. High 73 - 70 ' 65 - 57
_to have §tudents of dif- . I .
" " ferent races go to the Sr. High 84 - 76 - 66, 58
same school ° . - : . o T
| Summary 4 T -

substantially more pOS1t1ve attitudes toward many aspects
did, students who perceived themselveseas low achievers. ]

expressed favorable attitudes in most areasu About two-thitds of the high

achievers said they like school, almost 811 said they enjoy%learning new

. thrngs9 less "than lO% said they are not very good in school work, more

fthan 80% said they like most of their teachers, ‘and three-ﬁourths #hink

.it is 8 good idea to. have students of different races 8o tq the same school.

' Students who desoribed their grades as. average or beldw average ’

"expressed less favorable attitudes, perticularly on iﬁems regarding -

general L}king of school,: self-concept as a learner, currgeulum relevance,

and attitudes toward teachers. The below, average group, which comprised
about’ 5~6% of thte nesPondents at both junlor and senior high, expressed

~ seme very negatlve attitudes toward school. f ~ { SR

/ . . AN 1 -

- . N 1.' S ] g, ¥
_ ReSponses by Race _
< * - - % »

'Some differences amogg Black, 1ndian, and white students occurred
"on most- of the facteré at both junior -and -senior high. Items representing

“the more substantial differences will be discussed in the narrative. .
iResponses to all 1tems by racial/ethnic group ‘and’ by juniQr—senior high
. v - , o

" .are glven'in Table 3 on page 2h ?6% C o . : ,
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. groups, particularly between Black and whlte and between

' may be confounded by dlfferences between the school. env1ro
Indlan, and‘white students. Most of the Black and Ind1an respondents

- attendeq imner-city schools, while the large majority of white students ‘

- = in the sample attended predominantly white schools. Substantial differences .

->

f
¢

. between the school‘Settings Jey exist., As examples, the 1nst§gctlonal .
méthods, chrrlculum, staff characterlstlcs, and school rules within
~predomlna.ntly wh1te schools may be qu%te different from the 1nner-city
schools. oThese school differences ‘may- he respons1ble for an indeterminate

. portien of the dlfferences\that occurred among the raclal/ethnlc.groups L~
o% the SOQ'1tems. ) ' . - : L
. ' . . Y e Co.
R . B ¢ ’ .{%? ,."
: lelng of Schoolo : o : i : o > I
Y . ‘At the Junlonzhlgh lével, Black students expressed more favorable ' i
. : general attltudes toward school than did.white and Indian'studentsg while
o whltes were more positlve than Indlans. At senior highy, the dlfferences : '*7

among the three groups ‘were not substantlal Compared W1th the1r correspond1ng
raclal/ethnic group at}junior high, «the senlor‘hlgh Blacks had less favorable '
attltudes, the senior hlgh Indians ‘were more favorable, and the whltes had

* similar attitudes.

[
.

o I o ' “ : White«‘“ Black . Indian

‘ ScHoolwork is inmteresting  Jr. High ~ 53% ©65% . NT%
¥ : - .
L o - * Sr. High L6 sh . kg !
" I)like school - Jr.mgh 56 62 . LT
. ‘ ‘ ‘v Sr. High 59 ~ 57 60
~ ’ . o ' . : - ]
N I don't like school-work Jr. High 56, 3% 58
~ . + ' sr.High 6L - k7 v 53
:a/ . . * N N
Y ' ) .
. .. . 7 °
Q ‘ - ) . . -

Iz
[Z Y,
.3
E‘aa
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o Interest in Learhfig g ‘ - . T T b _ .
. Although al.'f three racial/ethnic grorups indicated an interest in .
P learning, Indivan stuﬂents were nct as positive as Ble.ck andy whites. "
T e, / . White  Black’ ° Indien
SR | eanja,fflearning new. things - Jr. High . .( 99% | '91& ‘4.81.%' )
S e sr. High N 93, , 9% 88
® I'don't care if I j.earn Jr. High T v 16 ’i’l"i\& -
 anything, I Just want to e - ' - o
pa.ss . . -Sr. High .17 - 25
A N

Se1f-Concept as e Learner® /o ' S s L
There ves htt{e dii‘ference between Black a.nd white students et

‘both the junior and senior high le‘vels on the selﬁ-cbncept 1tems. However,

AR :ju.nior high Indian students saw\themselves as less successful students
' than did Blacks and whites and as ha.ving grea.ter difficulty lea.rning
things in school.: At senior high the differences were not as great.

‘. e ¢ U o - White ~ Black India.n
' Ieam not very good at Jr. High 30>£\ 2% 51%
R ’A N school.work _— sr. Mieh PV o7 - %.3]4
B AT vsee nwself as a sucess'-~ Jr. High -~ . 76 \1 5
] full student " .Sr. High - Th 76 . 64
Learning things in school Jr¥F High 55 57 - k1
comes easy tome - Sr. Hfgh 58 58 58

°

\ ' | - ' :
Peré¢eption of Progress in Leefr”ning
Associgted with t}qxeir lcw selfeconcepts as learners, Junio high

»

e T e e i e et e

- Indian students did not feel they are learning as much in school s
did white and Black students. These differences did not cccur in senior high. .

- . & 4
o

s . & .+ * vumite © Black Indien
' . I don't think I am learning Jr. High 2T o 306 . T hhg,
F o much in school . ,, Sr. High 38 " B9 40
] I thinkll am learning 8 “ Jr. High 63 . 67 53N &,
.. s lot in**sg;he_ol o Sr. High ‘ b7 <5y . 45

S A . ‘ ) . . .

Ve / R . .

j . / ’ ~
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] Involvement in Daéhon m.king L o

) A A‘E the ,jumor high level a g;éeater pgz\'centage of Blacks than whites

E and Indiams ‘indicated tﬁo.t students I}.re %wen a cha.nce- to help make .
Vdecn.s:n.ons i their clasSes and ‘that they, pgrson&lly ’ help make decigions.
At “ﬁlox‘ hlgh the d:.fferem/:/es were not as pronounced. ' '

\

o L } Wnit B%k - 'Indien
v Mamy tvimes students are - Jr. High E% % ‘ 53%’
given a ‘chance to decide . : . ’ ’
what the class does Sr. High b7
o . £
I, help to make decisions Jr. High b5
cin my closses . . . Sr. High. . l&l_
B

4

" I'd A}

' Fear of Askmg Questlons 4 _. ' . o
. ion studemts at ;junior and senior high levels“expressged & greater
concern or anxiaty about éz.skmg for help and participating in discussions
than did white and Bl&ck’gtudents. N 8 N
g . - ‘White  Black, ' Indian
I have a difficult timg 4  Jr. : 52% . k) 58%

speaklng up in front of . , . :
the class N Sr. Hi - ol ' l;.,g 67

I am uswally gfreid to Jr. High 28 o © 39
ask questiops, Sr. Hi 29 23 - 35

ey . - .- »

‘T enjoy beiﬁg in class 63 67 . 46
‘discussions (class dis- : 62 68 L8.
cussion factor) .

RN .
e, g b

Positive Remforcem,nt Sy
A greater percentage of Black and Indian than white students 1ml1cated

7
they received pmme ‘for their work in both ,Junlor and senior high schools.

. . . s ) o
. White Black Igdlan T
T am preised when I &o . High . 519 64y - 62%,
good work . r. High ‘ 48 - 53 g

T . ’ T
Y

My teachers praise ms when High .25 u1 " 40
I complete my work . 3 High . o1 31 36
p ¢ 8 ‘




3

. ‘F‘\

e

. . . i “ . , 4 .
. . . . . . . )
. . . R . - . .
. . " + 0
e . . . oy
3 e . .
.

Currlculum Relgw&nce ' . - ' g TR
More Black than white and Indian students, partlcularlky at aunlog

£
high, indicated thab their education would be useful tojthem ia the future. s

- y L /Whlte. * Black Indi&n -
- ) - ~
»I think I am learning a lot - D hed ; : L
*" of things" that will help OFc Hi€h 65% EL 607
me .earn & living when T Sr. High 50 J 59 . 58
get older e - ' ) '
. o Joe . Poa _ . .
Most school woile will be’  Jr. High' 67 ", ‘75 -, 63 .. . e
useful to me when I,get © W b 4. Ly, y : ’ .
‘ outof school  * | St High . BT 65. P ?9
R : . L L VTR
Racizl Attitudes .0 . - » < , ' T ‘.

Among the,three raélal/ethﬁlc groups studled, Indlanfstudents expressed
theemost ﬁ“sltlve recial.attitudes, while white students were least pesitive. \ Ny

~

' . 0" uhite = Black - Indien
I conS1der getting to lnow Jr\. High. " 58% +65% % “T6%
students of other races:s “ap. Hi Y .'56 . 65 o e
as part of my education - i8] S .
. L . PR Y .
I wish there were more ., Jr. High - | 47~ 56 70,
‘students of other races - =, ... - . - "
“in this school o~ Sr. High % b3 . o 5. - f. €3 .
I'think it is & good 1dea - o a. ar 9
- to have students of Jgr. High\ : 65 78‘ ot 32‘ o
¢ different races go to Sr. High 72 - 8 87 o
the same school B ‘ . . :

/ ' . . J
Race bv Grade , ' .
- lefereyges also occurred hetween each gr&de level within the three

.

racial/ethni® groups. -These gr@de level dlfferenceszwere‘most pronounced =
for Indian students. School-related attitudes of-Indians tended- te become !
less favorable from grade seven’ to elght to nine and more favorable from '
grade nlne to ten to eleven to twelve. Four items from vaerious factors <

illusktrate these grade level dlfferences for Indlan students.

- 3

'

j s < -
’ . Gr - Gr - Gr Gr &, G Gr o
. 7 8 9 10%n »
‘I like school ' ) . 55% . W% - 36% hk% 66%  81%-
I don't cate if I learn g&ny hing : o . o / .l :
, 6r not, I just want to pass 36 29 L6 3k 4267 '<;2/*’{{'\
- I am not vefy_gqod in s¢hool work U6 50 - 58 46 28 ‘0
I am preised Yhen I do gqbd'worh Y 67 kg 50 72 76
10 17 ’ .
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' \ : Responses vy 'grade 1eyel wzthin reelal/ethnlc groups for all 93 itefis )
- 7.can be found. for the gunlorﬂhlgh in xible 5 on page 3h and the senlor hlgh ‘

_ in Table 6 on page 40. . Y
| > t, T N \\\f \ )
| . . Sunma.xry LT 3, . "

\ Bleck students at the Junlor high level expresSedrmore favoreble
. attltudes toward school then did white end Indien students. A greeter : [
percentege of Blacks than whites and Indians said that they llked séhool, ’
thet the curriculum was relevant, and that ‘they were 1nvolved in some
, deC131on maklng.. At the senror high level these dlfferenoes between reciel/
< . ethnlc groups were not,es pronouﬂbed;n .Senior high Blacks trere not as \

- positive as junior Blgh Blacks, while senior hi Indlens were more positive .
°  * than junlgr high Indians. Compared with white dnd Black students, Indigns. .
had poorer self-concepts as learners, expressed & greeter anxlety gbout

-7 pert1C1pwt1ng in class, but ped more positive F&Clal attitudes. f ;

e

4 ~ [
N e

. ' Responseés by’ Sex
,ba’ ! a ) ) f : : " . s .
Méle and female studénts at junior and senior-high 4evels expressed\j'

, -

similar attitudes on most of- the: factors of the SOQ. Little or-no
differences between males ‘and females occurred on Interest in Lea&&ing
Self=Concept as & Learner, Friendly Atmosphere, Involvement in DeC1slonS

Making, Class Discussions, Curriculum Relevance, Perceptlon of Progress

in Learning, and Attitudes Toward Teachers. Some differences occurred

‘on lelnﬂ of School, Positive Reinforcement, ‘and Fear of Asklng Questlons.
o * Substantiel differences oocurred on Unfair Punishment and Rac1al Attltudes.

ReSponses by sex to all items’ can be fohnd in Table h on page 29 for Junlor

and senlor,hlgh studentso_‘, o f’ ~ f . ;

v Liking of School : ' ' . !

Aithough a greater percentege af females than males, tended to have

more fevorable gener&l attitudes toward school, the dlfferences between

the sexes were relatavely smsll. ,
° . . ' * - . > .
\ o - s § , ) . (‘,&

- . . .
. . .
N : .
. . .
' e - v X
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N .. oY . .Juwior migh senis’z: High -
" v . - Male Female -’ Male TFemale
' o Schoolmork is Interestlng n” ] ‘ 52% » 55% B “hh%, 'hg%ﬁ_
ST like school . " | N "5}“ 62. 56_, 6h
/I 'thipk school is fun  © ° t k307753 T w5 <52
T don t llke schqol work Y 56 ‘52’ 63 57
Posltnwe Relnforcement e . ' ;

o

', Oh most items related to reinfoﬁcement, males and. females responded

51milerly H ver, 8 greater ﬁercentage of males thap females S&ld

f. they are alweys told about the1r bad work and not their good work.

4 %
‘ @

./_ R © . .

- , .., Junior High ®  Senior High
o © z ' Male Jemale Male Female
Iam praised'when T do good worh, - 529, . 519 L% 53%."
I am always told about my . bad work - .. ;.‘, oot t . .

and not my good worl . .., 507 38 -, Lo g7_27

“a A ) —tr‘
Fear of Asklnnguestlons oo . .

Females expressed -a greater reluctance qr anxiety th&n males about

-

speaking up in gla,ssn %ﬁ | .
. | BT Junior‘gigh . ' Senlor HLgh
. - . ' Male Temple ' . Male Female

I am’ afraid that my;teacher will . ) :
call on me’ | o 22% - 33%. . - 244 319

* - I have a difficult tiﬁe speaking

-

up in frodt of the class iag | hS 5k b7 1 sy
I am usually afraid to ask questions 24 32 - : 26. 31
o . : 7 ‘ \‘ ‘ s
Unfair Punishment K , o
J( -A greater percantage'of males than femiles fel, that punishment
“within the school gétting was not fair ,to them. »example, 7% of the

Junior high maies, compared with 33% d\‘%he Junior high females, indicated
‘they have often been punished without cause. The same sex differences
occurred at senior hlgh although substantially fewer senior than Junlor

hlgh students 1nd1cated that punishment. in the school was unfair.

. [ . s
N .
<\ . ) . M




o . “ N S . " ’ 8
T P ' Junior High Senior High
; 1" L . ‘ Male Female Male -Femmle
. &)
I have oftén been pﬂnlshed here S : .
without cause S b 33% - 2k 1T%
. I have been punished in'front of ’ v ' ,
- others in thls‘school .t 51 - 39 3 .26,
] I ‘ . ‘ ’ - - . ’ © -
Racial Attitudes’ ' '

»

The greatest and most consistent seéx dlfferences occurred on the
v racial attitude items. Females at both Jundor and senior high had more-
_positive racial attitudes than did the males. For example, 62% of the
senior hlgh males and 81% of the -senior high fem&les thought it was &

~

- good 1dea to have students of different races go to the same sdihool° .

PR : - AN . _ , wJunlor ngh " Senior High
) C _ Male Female -?Male Female
I would like to. hive more friends of | S ' L
other races - < oL 63 9% 560 T6%
The. presence of different races .in e - S :
,the same. school hinders learning - - 730 18 . 2k 11
N
I consider getting to qw students : .o ) -
* of other 3aces as'part of my , BRI .
education v T —J66 k7 - 66
° I think it is & good idea to bave - e -
- students of different races go ) s : T
to the sdme school o . 58 . 76 . 62 81
Y] ’
. ) . P : . , v .
Summery . |, _ o , ‘

Few substantlal dlfferences between sexes occurred on‘the Student )
>~ Qpinion Questionnalre. Males definitely ‘had less p081t1ve attltudes than
femaies on ‘the raciél jtems. Males also had less favorable attltudes
on. 1tems related .to fairness of punishment. ‘Although differences were not
great, females tended to have more positive attitudes than males toward ’
school in general and about the amount of pOS1t1ve reinforcement received.

Females exprebsed greater fear about Speaklng up in front of the class,

H

L. ; ‘ IR
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* . o, . DiscussiOn
_"The results presénted in 'this r rt are based on about 80-85%

of* the duniorehigh studants end about % of ‘the senior hlgh students in

the Minneapolis Public Sc ools. *TWenty percent of the secondary school

student population were not included becauseéof absenteelsm, Ainvalid -

Questlonna%res, or incomplete surveylng by 1nd1vidual schools. No,

information is available that would .identify the compos1t10n of the\

nonreSpondents. Prdbably the safest assumption A8 that those who d1d e

not respond are more negatlvely ore1nted toward chool than are the

' 1n thls report are

_respondipg students. In’ other words, the rpsui
probably a maximum estimate of the favorableness of secondary~school

LRI
. -

'~'stud§nts attltudes toward school”“, Y 3. N ““

-\ The representatxveness of the data for the Black and Indlan students
is particularly uncertaln. The racial comPOS1tion of the’total student
body is basgd on a sight count made in October 1971. It is estimated that
half of the enrolled Black students and . somewhat less then half of the
enrolled Indian students completed the questlonnaire and 1dent1f1ed thelr
race,ln Mmy l?ﬂ? Wlth these cautions 1nﬁm1nd, the results prov1de ;oum
1nterest1ng material for dlscussion.;‘ )

- The emphasis on. differences,améng varlous groups described in this
report should not obscure ba31c simllarlties. Male apd female students
expressed generally S1m11ar attitudes towarg schodi as did Black, white,
and Indian students in most instances.. Fewer simllarltles existed between .

students who saw themselves as successful achlevers and those who felt they

*

were poor achievers. o \
‘High ac ievers had substantlallyjmore favorable\attltudes toward school

. than did 1 echlevers on nearly all aspects related to school For example; .

about two-fhirds to three fourths of, the students who saw thihselves as

~ excellent or above average achlevers said they liked school. By conjfas )

two=th1rds to three=fourths of thewstudents who saw themselves as be
average achlevers did not llke school, .and students who saw themselves

as ave ge achlevers wéere Split about evenly between positive and negatlve

duestipnpaire respondents identified themselves ag below average achleverss
hw%;s id they were average achievers, end 50% said they were either above -
A DR [TEE T '
v R

»

attltuzes toward school. The reader should’keep in mind that 6% of- (_w
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" average Or excellent achievers. . e . : -
. Curriculum relevance appears to be an aresa that deserves attention

'by the school administration. The results indicate that relevance is a - T

problem;at all'academic achievement levels. Even the 1arge majority of e

'students who pergeive themselves as successful do not vf%w the curriculum T -

a8 being relevant to theirpguture lives.‘ This - problem increases WiBh‘age. :
The curriculum seems more relevant to junior high students than 'it does to -
senior'high\students. In fact, half qf %he above average ac¢hievers and ‘:
ﬁour-fifths of the below average achievers in’ senior,high said school did
riot; “teach the' more important things in'life. / ..
) 4 Perhaps if the curriculuﬁ were 'more relevant to the .needs ef the L
-students, one would not find &6% of the average achievers and 83% of ‘the -
below average aohievers saying they are not very good, in school work. ~ ,
R f Student attitudes toward interest in learning amd ‘teacher quality‘Q B
appear to be more- -positive than their attitudes toward curriculum relevance. -
Seventyheight to ninety-seven percent of the students at all’ achievement a i
levels“indicated they enjoy learning new thdngs. The maJority of the )
students, regaédless of achievement level, liked most of their teachers,
felt most of their teachers liked them, and did not think teachers do
a poor’job. ' - - ~ A N "~
When comparing résponses of students with different raqial/ethnie ’

. backgrounds, the typical finding is one of qgss difference among the ) .

. racial groups at the senior high f%vel than at the junior high level.

»

( school settings attended by the maJority of the Black and Indian students

Do students who give the extreme responses to the Student Opinion
Questionnaire drop out after junior high? Do characteristics present in °°
the senior high schools have a leveling effect on attitude differences
among races” These posSibilities may help explain the reduced variation
of response at the high school level._

’

In"all differences between races, it must be kept in mind that the

¥y be substantially different from the sohool settings attended by the

. white students, particularly at the junior high level. For example, a -

greater percentage of Black and Tndian students than white students reported ,:
they received praise for their work. - Possibly, ‘teachers in schools attended * '

- . 2
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by, the majorlty of the Black and Indian students have been imbued with
“the 1dea of pos1t1ve reinforcement through the spec1al tralnlng they
. R have. had fbr teachlng in lower® income schools. Perhaps teachers give
| : :' f? - more pothlve ‘reinforcement to mlnority students, than they do to wh1te
. ' " student,. although this possibility bas not been E%sted out by locoking .  ©
°.-i' at racial group responses within individual schools. : ‘e
o _ ' A thlrd pos31b111ty is based on the concept of relative deprlvatlon.
. v ~Even th h the treatment of Black, white, and Indian students may be. the
Ce same wnthln lndiV1dual schools and the same between 1ndiv1dual schools, K
1t\may be perceived dlfferently by minority group students (W1th1n schools)
or.by students from educdtlonally disadvantaged backgrounds regardless of
race’ (between schools) because of the experlences they receive outside ) ,\\§
1 of - school. Thus, a,casual comment, or & "'pat on the'back" may be per-* 1
ceived as praise by a stu@ent who does not often rece1ve such treatment,
‘:ﬁb whereas another student from a more advantaged backgrounq may take less
ﬁotice of such reinforcement. :

/

., 'L. The 1nterpretatlon of other results should be approached with S1mllar

~

[}

cautlon. More Black and Indian stu&entsﬂthan white students thought they .
+ were learnlng\a lot of thlngs that wpuld be useful to them when they got

-

- out of, school. ThlS f1nd1ng seems to contradict the argument that inner--
) city ‘schoo s do not have curyic which is relevant to hlnorlty groups.
" However, again, are there dlffeiiices between m1nor1ty group. and white
* students within the same schoQl? - Are “their dlfferences between "schools
"% in more and'less advantaged‘neighborhoods° Do mlnorlty-group students
" have differemt expectatlons of curriculum relevance than whlte students9.
Do educatlonally disadvantaged students, regardless of race, ‘bave lower
expectatlons of currlculum relevance -than more advantaged students7
Relatively few Indian students continue their education through hlgh ,
school : For that reason, the f1nd1ng that less than half of the Indian ?,i
students report enjoylng class discussions is particularly notable, More’
than one-third of, the Indian stu‘ghts a} .the senior high level reported
belng afrald to ask. questlons (cbmpared with 23% for Blacks and” 2% for
whltes) More than two out of three Indlans at the high school level

+




. - . J .
report-that they have a difficult time speaking Up in front of ‘the.class.

" These results.suggest-that Indian students,‘even at the high school level,
s may bhave g difficult time achievi' academic success because of a continuing
. conflict between their cultural val S and the value of the clasgroom
regarding asking questions and speaking out.

« #

, Students of all three rac1al backgrounds favored having a mixture . of
races attending the same schcol. The magority of students from all three )
s _ racial groups felt that getting to know students of other races was part
of their edupation. They see racial mixture as part of their educgkion.
Perhaps it.is surprising that Indian students more than the other two groups
,were in favor of racial integration. Although Indians are an even smaller
mxnority than Blacks.in Minneapoliﬁ schools, it was the Indian students
¥ who felt, more than the others, that more students of other races in their
fschool would be beneficial. Almost nine out of ten Indian students at |
. ‘ the senior high schooi level thought it was a good id?a to have students '
o of different:races go ng to the same school about seven out of ten white

~ . students agreed with this statement. 7

~ Proponents for separate schools for racial minoritles will findalittle .
support in attitudes of Bfack and‘Indian students in the Minneapolis Public
. " Schools. It'nay be argued, of course 7that the s udentsﬁattending public b
schools represent a biased sample of the minoriti S . Those students who
‘feel that they should bttend raciglly or ethniaally separated schools diay
already hdve dropped out or left to attend such schools that exist.

® ‘ . i
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. . Table 3

- 8QQ Ttem Percentages by Race

and By\{\o%=$eni or High

ji~

Junior High Senior High
: o |Whi ‘b.g\ Black [Indian | White |Black [Indiag
Factor and Ttems i N—966u AI=850 N=183 .| N=8039|N=bh6 N=95
P ‘ S - »
Tactor: Liking of School ) |
* Schoolwork is interesting '53%' ) Legeh L% | 549 | Lop”
I don't like my classes 29 s 36 30 33 37
I like school o 56, b7 59 57 60
I hate school 32 Wy . | 26 29 | 28
I find my teachers to e f'fin énd . o '
exciting . 37 38" 32 39 L9
I like most of my teachems LI 71 79 73 75
My classes are boripg | 55 " 56 60, 57 1} 53
I' think school is fun: 48 b1 49, 48 | 48
I don't like sehool work x| 56 58 61 b7 53
I 11ke my classes 56 - L7 . 58 55 B
» I don t, look forward to going o G T ¥ -
t%school : L8 26 bl 49 33 35
.. Factor: Interest in Leaf'ning'
‘T really. don't care whether I ,
‘ledrn anything or not 8 ° 9 18 T 9 18
-1 do not like to stay out of school | 48 56 42 48 54 56
I enjoy learning new things 0 94 ,81 . 95 9% 88
__I don't caré if I learn agfthing, ) . “t -
I just want to passs - 17+ . 16 37 17 17 VY 25
When'I graduate or leave this school} - . ) : : )
I~rank to contmue my education 83 87 71 73 78 ) 62
“ I would like to quit school 16 15 27 '| 1 16 17
[imsot puntomn ‘ : |

Factor: { Unfair Pu,nishm@nt ,

- Y1 have often beén punished here "
without cause 38 46 Ly 21 30" .1 25
Sometimes I'am blaméd for someone e
else's activities 69 71 70" . L. L6 39
I have beén punished in front of

.~ otkers in this school IR 3k 46 30 21 20
I am only punished when I deserve it| 5k 52 57 66 | 55 70
The teachers here never yell at me ¢ 1 25 oL - 36 ] 49 48
The teachers a§~e always suspicious a & 4
of me " 3L L 46 23 y 32 22
A ST I A R




\ Table 3 (continued) Race Y;y Junior-Senior High

T o o - . Junior High Senior High

. " °  Factor and Items _ hite |Black |Indian {White |Black |Indiahn
Factor: .Self Concept &s .a Learner. : N N
* I.em not very good in school work | 3¢% | 29 51% 26% 27% | 349
"I have the abllp,{y to' learn most ’ o
things . . .| 89 .| 83 .| *® 89| 91
I see myself as & successful ‘student | 72 76 " | 61 Th 76 6l
Learmng\’;hlngs in sehool comes 5 N :
,easy €0 . 25 1 57 41 58 - 58 58
lmere are a'lot of things I don t un- . |
derstand no matter how hard I-study 63, | 69 72 61 . 63 58
Factor: Friendly‘ﬂtmosphere , S e b
I have some good frlends here in v
school ) 95 ﬂ ®2 95 85 | 88
A lot of students here are stuck up | 66 ~ 69 61 63 67 64
P Students here are nét willing to « | I T .. g,
.~ help me. . - 126 30 34 21, 30 i6
* ' Pedple in this schodl try to nnke - v ' : 1
me feel important - 30 | 38 37 | 23 | 27 | 3
. Most students in this. school are | : .
friendly . - 76 ™+ | 68 | °T5 70 79
Factor: Involvement in Decision Making
My teacher never asks me to help T
pla.n”wb.at our class does . . .| 56 “Lhg9. 51 59 50 . 46
‘I .help to make dec1S1ons 1n my ¢ « a B .
classes * ' ¥ ) 51 ) 35 41 46 || 39
Many times students are given & . o h .\
_ chance to deC1de what thé class does | 49 64 55. 47 58 56
! Sometimes I help deué.e whe.’c our L
class does . . L2 52 . ko Ly 47 ks
I am never involyed in maklng deci- | ' .
* sions about my school or c,‘l.ass - o 1 39 46 43 40 48
' Factor‘ Cla.ss Dlscussions ’ .
’ I«»éﬂ,joy béing in dlass discpsalons 63 67 46| 62 | 68 L8
The lectures and cla.ss discussions b}% . ’
.+ my ‘teachers are clear and worthwhile } 50 55 54 Ul 49 52
. . R ' ) - - e
T don't understand my class dis- . . |
.., cussions 21 2L 31 \18 19 |_ 28
I don't find class discussions , . -
fun or exciting: s b7 | 48 [ Sh 45 o | b7
. \ . >
\' .
. 25 |
T . ’ i
S B 32
(‘j . )
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Table 3 (tontinugd) Race by Junior-Senior High

]

Junior High

' Senior High
Factor and Items ~ White | Black {Indian | White | Black|]Indian
Factor“ Positlve Reinforcementkm ) s
f)’ © T.am praased ‘when I do good work 51% 649, 629, 48% 53% 6L,
I d6 & lot of good work that goes -
~ unnoticed . L9 5k 51 43 L5 Lo
{‘I am rarely ﬂ%ld when I do good work Sh. 59 6h"// 50 51 h9_‘
'Mw teachers praise me when I complete , s , ‘
*my work . - 25 k1 Lo 21 31 36
I am always told about my bad vork | B v
,and’ not my good work - . 48 Ll 47 .33 4o .25 °
Factor: _Curriculum Relevance
School ddesn't teach the more . L
1mporﬁant things in life , L7 51 49 57 62 60
This school teaches me the things , N
I went to learmt -~ - . ¢ Ly - Ls Lo Lo Lo 39
I think I am learning a lot, of 4 o
_things that- w1lI‘nelp me earn a . ‘ )
llving when I get older - ‘ ) 65 75 60 . 50 59 58 -
My school activities don t help me in'| . ) '
anything that I 4o outside of school 34 L1 52 37 39 L7
Most school work will be’useful to J
me when.I get out of school Y 67 .75 63 L7 65 59
Factor: Fear of Askiﬁg,QuestiOns b ' )
I am afraid that my teacher will - : _ .
call on me ; 29 as | 3 28 oh | 931
L have a difficult time speaklng
up in front of the éldss 52 Ly 58 51 42 67
I am not afrald to ask for help : ’ - A .
when I need it 72 -~ 80 | “73 2 79 77
I am usually afraid to ask questions . | 28 2k 39 29 | 23.{ 35
I go to teachers for help when I : b
‘heed it .o |70 . 80 60 6l h | .67
Factor: Perception of Progress in > '
u Learning ’
" I think T learned more this year - Co : o
than previous years ' 63 el 59 L8 L8 51
~/ I don't think I am learnlng much ‘ ' :
in school \ 27 “30 Ly 38. 39 Lo,
. I think I learned less‘this year than . ﬁ 1
I did in previous years , - 2k 32 34 %4 37 L2 39
B I think I am learning a lot in school | €3% | 67 53 | 47 51 45
~ T JU S S )
’ 26

-

33
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“Pable 3 (continued) Race by Junior-Senior High

17 . g\ o
h Junior High ' Senior High
Factor and Ttéms White Black | Indian {White | Black | Indian
Factor: Recial Ttems ;- o ' '
I would like to have more friends ~
of other races 72% 61% |  82% 66% 63% T4 -
The presence of different races in ‘ . :
~the same .school hinders learning 2k ™29 28 - 17 16 16
I have some friends of other races )
in this school , 69 85 87 63 |, 83 76
Tt is difficult to méke friends ' . . -
W1th students of other races 36 29 29 40 23 23
"I consider getting to know students '
of other races as part of my . » ’
education : 58 65 76 56 65 T4,
v ]
I'wish thé&e were more students of : o o '
other races in this school 47 56 70\\1 43 56 63
kY e, . 4 -
. I am afraid of students of other . JER i .
races 19 T 13 12. T 6
I think it is a good idea. to have - ‘ L /o
students of ‘different races go to ; ‘
the same school 65 78 82 71 85 87
Factor. Y (Tentatlve) “ ’
I think my teajhers understand me 5k 55 51 51 [ Lb 59
Most of my teachers seem to like me )| 75 Tl 69 g6 | 81 83
Most of my teachers are excellent 50 - L8 - \\hh ' L1 38 60
I find my teachers to be - fun and . -
exciting . 37 "5l 38 32 39 49
I am proud to be & student in th1s . ' <
school 63 59 61 Tl o 62 T7
‘/. . -
I can get help from most teachers 82 79 68 82 80 \ 77
I like most of my teachers . Th 71 71 79 73 75
Teachers in this_school do a poor job 23 31 36 ° 27 32 27
My teachers really know how to teach 55 55 50 W 43 49 .
Most-of my teachers are not consid- \ )
erate of how students feel 50 52 65 L3 50 Ll
If students don't learn here, ‘it is ‘ _ .
not the fault of the teachers 61 63 65 51- 52 57
Teachers at this sche_l‘really seem , .
to enjoy teaching 65 59 . 60 58 - 63




3 . Table 3 (continued) Rece by Junior-Senjor High

2

. ¥

? J‘ ‘ ™ Junior High Senior High
. Factqr and Ttems - White | Black |Indian White | Blatk | Indian
sy - .

Factor X {Tentatlve) ) . ‘
I am nofs éncoureged to look at both o
sides gf the question in this school W3g | L7 | 56% - 3% |7 439 39

My teafhers ‘don’ t treat me like & ~ N -
human being , . 21| 21 21 14 - 16 11
My tenchers don't encourage me to NS R
try things on my own 32 - 32 Ll .32 30 22
This [sdhool does not give me a qhance N .. .
to develop my skills and talents 35 | 41 o4 38 33 4o L9
Nobddy is really interested in my \ ) ¢ '
N opinions about how this school’ \
shoyld be run . 54 50 54 50 49 Ly
. . \
in thls school don't appre=- .

ciatle 33 38 1139 35 36 27
Ia encouraged to say what I realLy . ' L A -
think in“our class discussign ~ 257 | 64 9 60 66 ' 60
‘This \school provides help when I 4 ’

C néed it 59 | 57. 54 ;53 61

\ -
"I am ncouraged to thlpk’for myself - :
":in this school 75 78 71\ - 82 U4
I thi school is a pretty lonely - o .
place 27 .33 38 37 35
This chool is helpful for students -7
. who axe uot gding to college ~ € 56 50 . 51 57 62
My fedchers encourage me to act on : :
thlng L believe in L6 52 45 L7 51 50
I enjdy learning nmew things 90 M 81 95 - 96 88
In at lLleast one class I really : T . ‘ '
learned something this year g3 - 89 90 2 89 89
My teadhers encourage me to stick P
up, for |my own beliefs'even if they .
disagree with me | v 57 57 55. .S 54 61
g .‘ » ? - !
A 7
\ v
g A
~ “ " 2
28 .
" ® Q ‘ § - . 35
f £ .

&




Table 4  * -
. SOQ Item Percentages by 3ex
and By Junior-Senior High

- ' , ) T Junior High . “Sefiior High
r # ' Pactor and Items A : . Male | Female | Total.| Male | Female| Total
S » | ' N=5755 | N=5650 | N=11405 Nw4614 | N=4826 | N=9438

‘Factor: Liking of School . e .

i . " Schoolwork is 1ntgrestin§ I . 52% |, 55% 55% 447, 49% | 47%
' I don't liké my classes -l |27 | 30 A 29, | 30
T 1like school | o 51 62 57 56 66 | 60
I hate school ' % | 28 | 32 |28 | 24 | 2
I find my teachers to be fun‘and e 1
A exciting ;‘ ' ‘ 36 40 38 32 ] 34 33
I like diost of my teachers “{ 72 | 75. 73 77 80 79
My classes are boring ) N 55 54 55 61 60 60
I think school is fun _  ~ - 43 | 53 | 48, 45 52 49
. I don't like school work l.s6 | s2. | sa4 63 | 57 | 60
§ I like my classes | 53 55 | s4 .| 56 |61 | 59
I don't look forward to going to . _ ‘ >
‘ school s0 | 50 | 50 | 51 45 48
@ Faétor:A Interest in Learning ‘
) I really don't care whether I * .
learn anytlfing or not | K 9 7 8 9 6 7
I do not like to stay out of ss?ool 46’ 51 °f 49 47 47 47 °
I enjoy learning-new things 89 89 89 .93 96 .| 95
I don't care if I learn anything, I | N PR xu
Jjust want to pass or . 20 .16 _ 18k' ’UYZO 13 - | 16
" When I graduate or leave this school P S ‘
. I .wgnt to_cbntinue my education 83 ° 82 83 76 72 74

I would like to‘quit school 19 | 1 | TN | 16 | 13 14

~ v

" Factor: Unfair Punishment

I have often been punished here

without cause 47 33 40 26 4 17 .| 21

; Sometimes I am blamed for someone . K s . B}

r else's activities _ : ‘ 75 62 69 50 38 44

' I have been punished in front ‘of . ' _— '
others in this school . | 51 39 - | 45 34 26 30 a
I am only puniished when I deserve . : ' v
it o 49 | 57 53 | 61 | %9 ég .
The teachers are always suspicious '

of me#” L / 41+ | 29 - 35 30 17 23




Table 4 -~

~ iSex.by‘Jnnior-SeniorAHigh
e : .y ~ E Junior High - Senior High
Factor and Items : -Male | Female| Total| Male | Female| Total
- : ST N=5755] N=5650]| N=11409 N=4614 [WN=4826 | N=9438
Factor: Self-Concept as“s“nésrner . o R , . o
I am not very ggod in school work 322 | 307 | 31% |-30% 23% 27%
I have the ability to’ learn most . B ‘ ’ 1 ‘
things v .1 8 | 90 89 91 93 | 92
I seé myself as a succegsful student 73 .70 72 73 é,"73 73
Learning things_in school comes easm - ) . : ) !
to me . : : 55 55 .} 55 | 57 60 59
There. are a lot of things I.don't y _ o
understand no matter how hard I study 61 S 67 ' 64 59 62 61
Factor: MErienéLy Atmosphere . ‘ﬁ ‘ . o : .
I hSVe some good friends here in. , o o -
r».school . o S % 96 95- 93 94 94
A lot of students here are stuck up %8 | 64 66 61 65 63
Students here are not. willing to ‘ ' .
help me o 82 22 .| 37 24 19 ] 21
People in this school try to make me . ? L
feel important . ) 29, ) 36 32 23 24 24
Most students in this school ‘are 1 /' . . , , '
friendly - . . . by o72 79, 75 78 72 75
Facton: Involvemenb in Decision Making
My teacher never’ asks me to heye plan’ . ,
what our class. does . 56 | 54 55 59 427 58
I help. to make decisions in my classes| 44 47 45 40 | 43 42
" Many times students: are given a chance ' - . ‘ -
to decide what the’'class does 50 50 50 47 49 48
Sometimes I help,decide what our class ' : ' “
, does v L 42 43 . 42 44 | 46 45
I am never involved in making deci- |- —
sions about my school -or class v 45 42 b4 C 47 41 | 44
~ Factor: Class Discussions ' \ ) . .
I enjoy being: in class discussions 63 ’63 63 62 63 63
« The lectures and class discussions by o \
my teachers are clear and worthwhile 52 47 50 47 42 = 44
I don't ‘understand my class discus- ) X
sions \ 21 | 20 21 19 17 18
.1 don't find class discussions fun _
or exciting - 48 46 47 46 42 | 44

37




{ . c Table & ’ '
" Sex by Juhior- Senior High . / .
N " Junior High Senior High
- Factor and Items Male §emale Total | Male | Female | Total
R N=5755 | N=5650 | N=11405| N=4614 | N=4826 | N=9438
Factor: Positive Reinforcement 4 o
I am praised when I do good work 52% | 51% 52% | 45% 51% 48%
I do a lot of good work that goes . : ,
unnoticed - . N 51 46 49 46 41 43
. a . K
I am rarely told when I do good work | 55 55 ss | s | a1 S| a9,
My teach raise me when I complete . ? ) *
my work ’ ’ 28 25 27 22 .21 21
« I am always told about my bad Work and| ) -
not my good work 50 38 44 40 27 34
N ‘ . }
’ Factor~ Curriculum Relevance . . “
3
School doesn't teach the more impor- : _
tant things in life 49 46 48 60 . 57 58
This school teaches me the things I - ' : =
want to 1earn . 43 43 43 40 41 41
' I think I _am learning a lot of things ) :
that will help me -earn a livkpg when ‘ E ) ’
I get older 67 63 65 53 49 51
My school activities don't help mé in o - ’
) anything that I do outside of school 36) 34 35 35 37 36
Most: school work will be useful tome | =~ - 4
when I get out of school 67 68 67 48 49 49
" Factor: Fear of Asking Questions
- . I am afraid that my teacherkwilf call -9 i
" on me ‘ - 22 33 28 24 31 | 2@
I have a difficult time speaking up
in front of the class 48 54 - 51 .47 54 51
I am not afraid to ask for help when . , T
heed it 74 72 73 - 73 73 73
B I am usually afaid to ask questions | 24 32 28 2% |31 | 29
I go to teachers for help when I o ’ X
“need it i 70 66 68 64 65 65
Factor: Perception of Progress ip
N rming - -
I think I learned more this’ year than ! -
in previous years 65 62 64 49 48 48
I don't think I am learning much in , , : ,
, school 27 34 30 38 38 38
_ I think I learned less this year’ é{ - ‘
. ‘than I did in previolus years 28 8" 28 39 36 T 37
. 31
K3 ! 38 » '

@

4 3




Table &

T

' Sex by Junior Senior High

R ¥ Janior High "~ Semior High
Factor and Itéms Male | Female | Total | Male 7] Female | Total
. ;N=5755 N55650 N=11405] N=4614 | N=4826 | N=9438
I think I am learning ‘a lot in school '62% 627 62% 50% - 52% 51%
Factor. \Racial Items A ,
I wou{d like to have more friends of . :
other races 63 79 71 56 76 66
. The presence of different races in ) ‘ ‘ . :
the same school hinders learning 30, %18 . | 24 24 11 17.
‘ . .
T have some friends of other races . 1 ;
in this school - - 67 77 72 | 62 69 66
It is difficult to make'friends with . ’ .
students of other races_ 41 2¢ 35 45 32 38
I consider getting to know students *
of other races as part of my . ' : L
education 53 66 60 47 66 57
. ok
I wish*there were more students of - i . | : -
~other-races in this school | 40 58 | 49 . 35 54" 45
1 am afraid of students of other . o v
races \ 19 16 18 11 12 12
. I think it is a good idea to have .
students of different ra?es go to ‘
the same school 58 76 65 62 81 72
Factor Y (Tentative) ' ) |
I think my teachers understand me 55 52 54 51 50 50
Most of my teachers seem to like me 73 76- 74 83 83 83
Most of.my teachers are excellent 48 47 48 43 39 41
I find my teachers to be fun and ’ ) o -
exciting . 36 40 38 32 34 33
I am proud to be a student in thfs - . )
school ‘ N 61 64 . ] 62 70 72 71 .y
I can get help frgm most teachers 81. 82 8L_ 82 83 83
I like most, of my teachers = 72 75 73 77 80 79
Teachers in this school do a poor job | 26 22 24 28 28 28
My tedchers really know how'to teach | 56 54 55 47 | 44 . | 45
Most of my. teachers are not consid- .
erate of how stidents ¥eel 52 50 51 46 40 43
If students don't learn here, it is )
not the fault of the teachers 61 62 61 54 48 51
Teachers at this school really seem » - '
to enjoy teaching 60 60 60 63 58 60
.. 32
’ | 39
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c . P h " Table 4 .- oo .
' : Sex by Junior-Senior High | ) ' S » y
AN ‘ ra " - PR .
. Junior High ._Senior High
Factor and Items : o *Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total
\ - S . N=5755 | N=5650 | N=11405] N=4614 | N=4826 | N=9438
T r * Y
+ Factor X (Tentative) -
-I am not encouraged to look at both . | : R
sides of’ the question in this school 44% 40% 42% - | 40% | 31% 35%
. ‘:" - . N S
My teachers dgn't treat me like a . o N
fuman being - - 12 | 18 | 21 17 | 13 15
! My reachers don't encourage me to tryQ R ‘ &3 .
things on my own 34 | 29 |32, 34 29 31
+ "This school does not give me a chance fng I | o . .
. to develop my skillsand talents ,  * 39 1 36 | 38 41 | 37 39
Nobody is really interested in my . B SRR ' N
opinions about how tpis school should ' N E T
be run ' . | 58 50 | 54 & |. 54 - | 45 49
¢ - Other Items R L K . '
Yther -tems » o v |
People in this school don t appreciate, S T o S
my efforts ] - 3 | 31 34 36:° “33 34
I am encouraged to say what I really 1 , o '_~"lf-;, : '
think in our class discussion . . 56- - | 58 57 60 .| 61 61
.This school provides. help when I I | S I e .
need it . | 59 59 59. .52, |, 54 53
1 am encouraged to think for myself v t A NN L ' F
. . in this school ‘ 75 75.  fe7s - 72 1%70 o
I think school is a pretty lonely ‘ o . S '
place . 31 25 . | 28 28 25 26
N . SN
This school is nelp;ur for students / i .
who are not going to college 55 - 56 55 62 61 © 61
, My teachers encourage me to act on ) . " .M !
things I believe in . , | 46 48 | 47 b4 51 4R
"1 enjoy learning new things Co 89 | 91 90 = | 93 96 95 -
In at least one class I really' ’ B
‘learned something this year - 91 95 93 9 . | 9 .| 92 *
My teachers encourage me to stick - '
up for my.own beliefs even if they _ . . :
disagree with me E 51 - 52 51 1 52" 95 54 -
. , .
1 B ’

S
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